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their co-operation to India in her mighty struggle,
Itfmust be a sight worth contemplating and treasur-
ing that millions of people have given themselves
to suffering without retaliation in order that they
might "vindicate the dignity and honour of the
nation.
" I have called that suffering a process of self-
purificationr It is my certain conviction that no
man loses his fredclom except through his own weak-
ness. I am painfully conscious of our own weak-
nesses. We represent in India all the principal
religions of the earth, and it is a matter of deep
humiliation to confess that we are a house divided
against itself; that we Hindus and Mussulmans
are flying at one another. It is a matter of still
deeper humiliation to me that we Hindus regard
several millions of our own kith and kin as too
degraded for our touch. I refer to the so-called
c untouchables.'
** These are no small weaknesses in a nation
struggling to be free. You will find that in this
struggle for self-purification we have assigned as a
foremost part of our creed the removal of this curse
of * tmtouchability * and the attainment of unity
amongst all the different classes and communities
of India representing the different creeds.
" It is along the same lines that we seek to rid our
land of the curse of drink. Happily for us, intoxi-
cating drinks and drugs axe confined to compara-
tively a very small number of people, largely factory
hands and the like. Fortunately for us the drink
and drag curse is accepted as a curse. It is